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MEMORANDUM FOR: ‘The Secretary of tho Air Force 
SUBJECT s | l Eeconncissence Satellites) sad Manned Space 


Tae | 


¢ 1. Reference is mace'to the Air Force proposal for accelerating — 
military recomiaicsence satellites/end outer espace vehicle projects 
fuss cussed in your renorandun:¢ 12 hovember 1957, an your endcyn 
of 1. February 1958 requesting thet continuation of the Air tor nilitzory 
- Peconmneissence project] be - 22 Led. so | 


2.(1 have reviewed your proposcl. in consultation with the Dire cter 
of Guided } Siles, tho Special Aseietent to the President fer Science end 
technology, and the Lirector of Central intelligence.! In our PovVlew to 
have been guided by the following fenerel policy concideretions : - 

| a The Lepertnent of Lefense muct be alert to avot¢ Within 
and between thd Services ery winecessary duplication of Rilitery 
and scientific enaco Frojcets even though sone Gerrec cf risl: is 
thereby involved, in orcer that funés and other rescurces moy be 
available _ the large variety of absolutely eseential prorre-s. 


be the scientifia end enCineerinz cepabilities of each of tho 

| ‘Militery Lepertments must be used with meximw: effectivencss 7 
and efficiency. io Single Militery Lepertment should be over= _ 
loaded with too many high priority, crash Prorraxs. . oo 


Ce In addition to ste missile rroprens, the Air Force 4s 
responsible for the 117./ advanced xeconnzisance eysten/and has 
@ reccenized long term ¢ opment reeponsilility for manned 
Space flicht capability with the primary objective of acconpl 2 shin: 
. Satellite flight as soon as technology permits. it is imvorterit | 
to achieve en edeovate concentration of effort enj energy within 
= |, the Air Force on these prograns «ith a ninimum Giversion of attention 
_ and of resources to lower priority projects. | | | 


_ 3 On the besie of the foregoing general considerations as +ell 
_ 88 Of more specific technics] judgments, I have arrived at the followine 
conclusions on the points raised inthe two above-referenced memorands. 
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TO - Ce oe oe PD eee ae we re 
a : 


ON TEN eee ene astensnecterennter en ; , 1Ow Coen we 3 . ° 


wpe ewrs 5. 


ae The Atlas 1171 project should be secelerated and carried 
forward under the highest national priority in order to ettein en 
‘initial operations! capebility at the earliest possible date. 


be The proposed interim reconnaissance cysten made up of 
a Thor booster combined with 2 second stage vhich"terrie a 
light-weight peylosd jin the form of a recoverable cspéule, = 
- Guplicates rather than corplements tha Atles 117L capzb y. The 
- dinterin cystem would give only a exall improvemert inttimo over the 
Atles 1171. Koreover, the successful and continuous opersiion 


of a)recoverable reconnaissance system, vith the attencent recuiros. — 


ment Search,( arpeers infeasible from a prectical end useeble 
militery point ST view. Accordingly, the development of the interix _ 
_ + Gystem should not be pursucd, | hs | | _ 


Ge In order to attein eerly flights of the Lockheed vehicle to 
be employed es the secon? stere inthe 1271, eyetem, it nay be : 
Gesirable for the Air Force to peen fer test firings of this vehicle 
wbilicine a Thor boceter, since &n adecuate number of these less 
expensive boosters can be msd> evcilable for this purpose sooner 
then the Atles booster Vil be availeble. - 


d. at understand thet a Thor booster with a suiteble second 


os _. Stage vehicle may be the most Promptly end readily eveileble devico 


ee" "for experinentel flights with leboretory enimals. The develosent _ 
of such hardware is authorized 9 including provision for the recovery 
of i enimale, in furtherance of the objective of manncd Satcllite 


‘Roy W. Johnson 
Advanced Reseirch Projects Agency 





